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INTRODUCTION 
The English Skills assessment is taken on line and by telephone. It is intended not only for 
candidates from overseas or non-mother-tongue users of English, but also for English-
speaking candidates who have difficulties using English. It should enable senior schools to 
decide if the candidate can cope with mainstream subjects or will need additional or 
remedial help. 
 
The four language skills, listening, reading, speaking and writing, are assessed by tasks of 
varying levels of difficulty. 
 

AIMS 
A course leading to this assessment should: 

(i) enable candidates from overseas or non-mother-tongue users of English to 
cope and flourish, both personally and academically, at senior school 

(ii) encourage weaker English-speaking candidates to develop their skills in their 
mother tongue 

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 
The Certificate of Achievement in English Skills should enable candidates to show:  
AO1 how much spoken language they can understand  

AO2 how well they can make themselves understood in English  

AO3 how much written language they can understand  

AO4 how well they can express themselves in written English  



SPECIFICATION CONTENT 
Candidates are expected to understand and manipulate material relevant to everyday 
school life and the subjects which candidates would be studying.  
 
LISTENING 
Candidates should be able to understand information and instructions, e.g. school 
announcements or a classroom talk.  
 
SPEAKING 
Candidates should be able to talk about themselves, their families and interests. 
 
READING 
Candidates should be able to understand extracts from a wide range of school subjects, 
including geographical, historical or scientific passages. 
 
WRITING 
Candidates should be able to write accurately and relevantly on:  

• a given subject in directed form  

• a topic which might include an informal letter, the opening of a story to be 
continued, an account of a real or imagined experience or an ‘argument’ essay, 
discussing the advantages or disadvantages of a given subject  

 

SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT 

The assessment will be divided into four parts, testing the four language skills. Successful 
candidates will receive a certificate. 
 
LISTENING (25 marks; approximately 30 minutes) 
Section 1: (5 marks) 
Candidates will hear a short talk and will be asked to complete sentences, fill in a table, or 
complete a diagram.  
 
Section 2: (10 marks) 
This section typically will ask the candidates to label a chart, diagram or picture. 
 
Section 3: (10 marks) 
Candidates will be asked to listen to a talk and extract information, or summarise, or fill in 
blanks on a table or chart. 
 
SPEAKING (25 marks; approximately 15 minutes) 
This test will be conducted by telephone. Candidates will also need to be by a computer 
screen during the test. Marks will be allocated for communication, fluency, accuracy, 
pronunciation and range of expression. 
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Section 1: All about You (5 marks) 
Candidates will be asked basic questions about themselves and their families. 
 
Section 2: Unprepared Discussion (5 marks) 
Candidates will be asked to talk about a topic, appropriate to the age and experience of 
the candidates.  
 
Section 3: Prepared Topic (10 marks) 
Candidates will have two minutes to present the topic which they have chosen and 
prepared. Topics might be any aspect of the candidate’s own life and culture, or a 
controversial issue. Notes are not allowed.  
 
Section 4: Picture Stimulus (5 marks) 
Candidates will be required to say what they can see in a photograph (displayed on the 
computer screen) and talk about it in any way they wish.  
 
READING (20 marks; 30 minutes) 
Candidates are encouraged to use an English-English dictionary for this test. 
 
A passage will be given. Tasks might be to summarise, extract relevant information, label 
a diagram, complete a table, find synonyms or antonyms, or state whether an assertion is 
true or false. 
 
WRITING (30 marks; 30 minutes) 

Section 1: Directed Writing (15 marks) 
Candidates will be required to rewrite in text form information from a diagram, picture, 
graph or table. They may be asked to describe a process, write a set of instructions or 
draw conclusions. Help may be given with vocabulary. Marks will be awarded for structure, 
content and accuracy (spelling, punctuation, grammar), with equal weighting for each. 
 
Section 2: Free Writing (15 marks) 
A short essay of 100-200 words is to be written on one of three set topics. Candidates will 
not be penalised for exceeding the word limit if their writing is accurate and relevant. 
Marks will be awarded for structure, content and accuracy (spelling, punctuation, 
grammar), with equal weighting for each. 
 
 
 

 3


	CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT
	IN
	ENGLISH SKILLS
	SPECIFICATION
	INTRODUCTION
	AIMS
	ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES
	SPECIFICATION CONTENT
	SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT
	Section 1: (5 marks)
	Section 2: (10 marks)
	Section 3: (10 marks)
	Section 1: All about You (5 marks)
	Section 2: Unprepared Discussion (5 marks)
	Section 3: Prepared Topic (10 marks)
	Section 4: Picture Stimulus (5 marks)
	Section 1: Directed Writing (15 marks)
	Section 2: Free Writing (15 marks)




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


