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INTRODUCTION

This assessment comprises listening, reading and writing elements at three levels: Foundation
Level, Level 1 and Level 2. Foundation Level is appropriate for candidates who have been
learning the language for around 20 hours; Level 1 is appropriate for candidates who have
studied the language for some 40 hours; Level 2 assumes 60 hours of study.

The material is introduced initially using transliteration. The Arabic letters are introduced in
groups. By the mid-point of Level 1, the student will have met all the letters and thenceforth the
text is presented in dual transliteration and Arabic script. Level 2 places emphasis on reading
and writing Arabic. The certificates, which are awarded for each level, may be viewed both as
qualifications in themselves and as stepping-stones towards GCSE.

AIMS
A course leading to this assessment should:

(i) develop the skills which will enable candidates to understand the spoken and written
language;

(i) give candidates opportunities to take part in a broad range of linguistic activities, such as
those set out in the National Curriculum for modern foreign languages;

(iii)  provide a basis for continuing study of the language and encourage independent learning,
including the use of dictionaries, glossaries and ICT;

give candidates opportunities to work with authentic language materials;

)
(v) encourage interest in the target countries;
)  provide enjoyment and stimulation;

)

encourage positive attitudes towards the use of foreign languages and towards speakers
of foreign languages.



ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

The examination will test candidates’ ability to:

AO1 show an understanding of the spoken language dealing with a range of familiar topics, and
identify and note main points and specific details, including opinions;

AO2 show an understanding of a number of single words, short phrases and longer texts, and
identify and note main points and specific details, including opinions.

AO3 produce pieces of writing, ranging from single words or short phrases to longer passages
in which they seek and convey information and opinions.

SPECIFICATION CONTENT

(i) The basis of the assessment is contained in the topics, as set out below.
(i)  The grammar section lists all the material which candidates should cover.

(i)  The prescribed vocabulary for the three levels is listed in Appendix Ill. F, 1 or 2 in the
second column indicates the first occurrence of the word.

TOPICS
Foundation Level
o introductions
o nationalities
o definitions

o occupations
o descriptions

. in the home

Level 1

All the topics included in Foundation Level, plus the following:

o in the family

o directions in the city

o daily activities

o a typical day

o time

Level 2

All the topics included in Foundation Level and Level 1, plus the following:
o directions (north etc.)

. colours (masc. and fem.)

o days of the week

Level 2 candidates should also know how to use the Hans Wehr Arabic-English dictionary.
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GRAMMAR

1-14

ordinal numbers:
1-10

15-50

Foundation Level Level 1 Level 2
verbs imperative present tense past tense
nouns some common (see some common (see some common (see
Appendix 1) Appendix 1) Appendix 1)
definite article plural: broken and dan | the dual
feminine plural ending
ina
adjectives some common (see possessive: his and
Appendix 1) her
possessive: my and
your
feminine agreement
interrogative
demonstrative: this
and that
adverbs some common (see some common (see some common (see
Appendix Ill) Appendix 1) Appendix Ill)
pronouns subject singular subject plural
object: him, her, it
numerals cardinal numbers: cardinal numbers: singular noun rule

ARABIC SCRIPT

24 letters + words

practice in reading
individual words

See Appendix I

remaining letters and
some basic rules

practice in reading
and writing words and
phrases

text in Arabic script
without transliteration




SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

The assessment is divided into three elements. Successful candidates will receive a certificate
indicating a pass (50%), a merit (65%) or a distinction (80%).

LISTENING (about 30 minutes)

(Foundation: 30 marks; Level 1: 20 marks; Level 2: 20 marks)

Instructions will be given in English. Candidates will hear the recording of a number of questions
or statements in Arabic and will circle the correct multiple choice answer A, B, C or D, which will
be either pictures or statements in their answer booklet.

READING AND WRITING

Instructions will be given in English.

Foundation (30 minutes; 40 marks)

Part A (10 marks)

Candidates will be asked to rewrite three short sentences, adding the short vowels.
Part B (10 marks)

Candidates will be asked to translate three short sentences into English.

Part C (20 marks)

Candidates will be asked to translate three short sentences into Arabic.

Level 1 (40 minutes; 80 marks)

Part A (12 marks)

This will be a comprehension exercise with questions in English.

Part B (24 marks)

Candidates will be asked to translate eight sentences into English.

Part C (44 marks)

Candidates will be asked to (i) translate 10 sentences into Arabic (30 marks) (ii) put 4 phrases
into the plural (8 marks) and (iii) put 3 phrases into the singular (6 marks).

Level 2 (40 minutes; 80 marks)

Part A: Reading (40 marks)

There will be a mix of multiple choice questions and questions to be answered in English.

Part B: Writing (40 marks)
There will be a mix of writing words or phrases, gap-filling and translation.



APPENDIX |
COURSE MATERIALS

The Foundation Level is based on lessons 1 - 4 and Level 1 on lessons 1 - 8 of Preparatory
Arabic by Fred Pragnell (efprag@aol.com)

Level 2 is covered by Units 7 — 17 of Mastering Arabic 1 by Jane Wightwick & Mahmoud
Gaafar, published by Palgrave Macmillan.

Students aiming at Level 2 directly can follow Units 1 - 17 of Mastering Arabic 1. The pack
includes textbook, grammar, guide to writing and CDs.



APPENDIX II

WORDS USED IN ISEB FOUNDATION LEVEL CERTIFICATE IN ARABIC

The words used in the reading and writing paper will be taken from the following, which appear
in the Introduction to the Arabic Script in Units 1 - 4 of Preparatory Arabic.

Other Adjectives Verbs Nouns
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A

about
above
accountant
actor
actress
aeroplane
affair
after

after that
afternoon
agency
agent
ago
agriculture
aid

aide

all

all right
almonds
always
America
American

also
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‘an

fauq
muhasib (0n)
mumattil (Gn)

mumattila (at)

ba'd dalika
ba'd az-zuhr
wikala (at)
wakil (wukala’)
mundu
zira'a (at)
ma’dna (at)
musa’id (Un)
kull

hasanan
lauz

da’'iman
amrika
amrikT (dn)

alzan



and

and so
apples
Arab/Arabic
Arabic
arrive
artefact
assistant

at

attend

B

bag/case
bag (plastic)
baker

ball
banana
bank
banner
basket
beautiful
because
bed
before
before that

begin
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wa
fa

tufah

“arabr (arab)
al-"arabia
wasala / yasil
tuhfa (tuhaf)
musa’id (Un)
‘ind

hazara \ yahzar

hagiba (haga’ib)
kis (akias)
kabbaz (0n)
kura (at)
mauz

bank (bunik)
rafa (rarat)
salla (silal)
jamil

lianna

sarir (asirra)
gabl

gabl dalika
bada’ \ yabda’



behind
below
beside

best wishes
between
bicycle

big

bill

biscuits
black (masc./ fem.)
blue (masc./fem.)
book

book (v.)
bookshop
bottle

box (case)
box (tin)
boy

bread
breakfast
broken
brother
burger

bus

busy
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wara’

taht

bijanib
ma’a tahtatr
bain

darraja (at)
kabir

hisab (at)
baskawit
aswad \ sauda@’
azraq \ zarqd’
kitab (kutub)
hajaza \ yahjiz
maktaba (at)
zujaja (at)
sunduq (sanadiq)
“ulba (‘ulab)
walad (adlad)
kubz

iftar

maksur

ak (ikwa)

burjar

bas (at); utdbrs (at)

masqgul (Gn)



but

butter
buy (v.)

C

cabinet
cake
camel

can | have?
candle
capital

car
carpenter
carpet
carry
carton

cat
certainly
chair
chairman
chairmanship
cheap
cheese
chef
chemistry

chicken

(Ldlaz) palaa
SlaS

(Jan) Jaa

€ Sa

(g sod) Axad
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lakin
zubda

astan

majlis (majalis)
ka'k

jamal (jimal)
mumkin?
Sam’a (Sumi’)
‘asima (‘auasim)
sayyara (at)
najjar (tn)
sajjada (sajajid)
hamala \ yahmil
“ulba (‘ulab)
qifta (at)

hazir

kursT (karasrt)
ra’ts (rua’sa’)
ri'asa (at)

rakis

jubna

tabbak (an)
al-kimia’

dajaja (dajaj)



China
Chinese
cigarette
cinema
city

civil servant
class
clean (v.)
clean (adj.)
clear (adj.)
clock
close!
cloudy
coffee
coffee beans
cola

cold (adj.)
colour
computer
concerning
condition
conference
convene
cook

cook (v.)
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as-sin

Sint

sijara (saja’ir)
Sinima
madina (mudun)
muwazzaf (0n)
dars (durts)
nazzafa \ yunzzif
nazif

$ahw

sa a (at)

igfil !

ga’im

gahwa

bunn

kdla

barid

laun (alwan)
kumbatir

‘an

hal (ahwal)
mu’tamar (at)
‘aqada \ ya'qid
tabbak (an)
tabaka \ yatbuk



cooker

cotton

country

course (of meal)
court (tennis etc.)
cultivate

culture

cup

cupboard

D

daughter

day

day after tomorrow
day before yesterday
defence

defend (v.)

degree (temperature)
delicious
democracy

deputy

desk

desserts

dinar

dinner

dirhem
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mitbak (matabik)
quin

daula (duwal)
tabaq (atbaq)
mal ab (mala’ib)
zara a\yazra’
taqafa (at)

finjan (fanajin)

kazana (at)

bint (banat)
yaum (ayyam)
ba'd gad
awwal ams
difa’

dafa’a \ yudafi’
daraja (at)
Sahit
ad-dimugqratia
na’ib (nu’ab)
maktab (makatib)
halwiat

dinar (dananir)



dirty
distance, at a
do
doctor
dog
donkey
door
drawer
drawing
drink (v.)
driver

drum

E

east

eat
economy
education
eggs
Egypt
Egyptian
eight
eighteen
eighth
eighty

eleven
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(p5mD) D
G\ Gy
(03) Glm
(dsid) ks

B
s gl
JLA;SJ

&G

ETT ek

wasik
‘alabu'd
fa’ala \ yaf al
tabib (atibba’)
kalb (kilab)
himar (hamir)
bab (abwab)
durj (adraj)
rasm (rusum)
Sariba \ yasrab
sa’iq (dn)

tabala (tubal)

Sarq

akala \ yakul
igtisad
ta’lim

baiz

misr

misrT
tamania
tamania "asar
tamin
tamanin

ahad "asar



embassy
emir
emirate
employee
empty
engineer
engineering
England
English (nation)
English (language)
entrance
evening
every
every day
excuse me!
exercise
exhibit
exhibition
exit (n.)
exit (v.)
expensive

exterior

F

face

factory

) Al

(Saladl) (s sl
iy s
(Jalar) Jaxs

) EEY
(Blar) pias

14

sifara (at)

amir (umara’)
imara (at)
muwazzaf (tn)
farig

muhandis (tn)
al-handasa
injiltra

injliz

al-injlizia
madkal (madakil)
masa’

kull

kull yaum

lau samaht
tamrin (tamarin)
‘araza \ya'riz
ma'raz (maariz)
makraj (makarij)
karaja \ yakruj

wx [(@]
Q1

arijia

wajh (wujah)

masna’ (masani’)



faculty
father
fifteen
fifth
fifty
figs
film
finally
find
fine
first
firstly
fish
five
flag
flies
flight attendant
floor
for
fork
forty
four
fourteen
France

French

O
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kullta (at)
ab (aba’)
kamsat "asar
kamis
kamsin

tin

flim (aflam)
akiran
wajada \ yajid
$ahw
awwal
awwalan
samak
kamsa

rafa (at)
dubab
muzifa (at)
arz

i

Sauqa (at)
arba’mn
arb’a
arb’at "asar
faransa

faranst



Friday
friend
from

full

G

game
general
geography
German
Germany

girl

give me!
glass (material)
glass

go!

go

gold

good evening
good morning

goodbye

green (masc./ fem.)

grocer

ground
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yaum al-jum’a
$ahib (ashab)
min

mal’an

la’ba (lu'ab)
amm

al-jugrafia

almani

almania

bint (banat)

a'tint!

Zujaja

ka's (at)

ruh !

dahaba \ yadhab

dahab

masa’ al-kair; masa’ an-nar

$abah al-kair; $abah an-nar

ma’a salama
akzar \ kazra’
baqgal (tn)

arz



H

half
hard-working
has, (s)he
hat

he

head
health
hear (v.)
heart
heat
heavy
hello

help
helper
hen

her (adj.)
her (pron.)
here

here you are
him

his

history
hold

home
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nisf

mujtahid (Gn)

‘induh, ‘indha
qubb’a (at)
huwa

ra’ts (ru'asa’)
sihha

sami‘a \ yasma’
galb (quldb)
harara

taqil

ahlan

musa ada (at)
musa’id (Un)
dajaja (dajaj)
ha

ha

huna

tafazzal \ tafazzalr \ tafazzalu

uh

uh

tarik

‘aqada \ ya'qid
bait (butht)



hospital
hot

hotel

hour
house
how?

how are you?
how many?
how much?
hundred
husband

I

I

I'd like

ice cream
idea

in

in front of

in the middle of
industry
inexpensive
inspector
interior
investigation

Iraq
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mustasfa (mustasfaiat)
harr

funduq (fanadiq)

sa a (at)

bait (buTat)

kaif?

kaif al-hal? kaif halak?
kam?

bikam?

ma’a (mi’at)

zauj (azwaj)

ana

urid

ats- krim
fikra (afkar)
fi

amam

fl wasat
sina'a (at)
rakis
mufatti$ (0n)
dakilia
tahqiq (at)

al-‘iraq



Iraqi
it
Italian

Italy

J

Japan
Japanese
job
Jordan
Jordanian
juice
justice
K

key

kilo

king
kitchen

knife

L

lamp

laundry

law (study)

lawyer
lazy

lead (v.)

e
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Ly
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b
(D) Jack
SN
Pty
bac

Jae

(cilin) g lisa
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(k) ks
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(s) el
OhucS
APTTRNKIL

19

‘iraqr
huwa \ hiya

Ttalt

al-urdunn
urdunni
‘asir

“adl

miftah (mafatih)
K1l

malik (muldk)
matbak (matabik)
sikkin (sakakin)

lamba (at)

magsala (magasil)

gada \ yaqud



leader
leadership
learn

leather
Lebanese
Lebanon
lecture

left (direction)

lesson
letter (mail)

library

Libya

Libyan

light (weight)
like, I'd

lira (money)
long

lunch

macaroni
madam
magazine
main

man

b jalak
(0a32) Lol
(@) clas
(Fa) Ak
COE
(L)

2

(<l) 3
i
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zaim (zu'ama’)

zi'ama (at)
ata'allam
jild

lubnant
lubnan
muhazara
yasar

dars (durts)

kitab (at),
risala (rasa’il)

maktaba (at)

makrina
madam
majalla (at)
ra’isi

rajul (rijal)



manager
mangoes
market
masterpiece
mathematics
matter

me

meat

medal

medicine (study)

meet (v.)

meeting
mend
mentioned above
middle
Middle East
mild

military

milk

million
minister
ministry
minute

moderate
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mudir (mudara’)
manja

suq (aswaq)
tuhfa (tuhaf)
8a’n (Su’lin)

ol

lahm

midalta (at)
at-tibb

ijtama’a \ yajtamf’,
taqabala \ yatagabal
ijtima’ (at)
sallaha \ yusallih
madkar

wasat

as-8arq al-awsat
mu’tadil

“askart

haltb

maliin (malamn)
wazir (wuzara’)
wizara (at)
daqiqa (daqga’iq)

mutadil



Monday
more, most
morning
mosque
mother
mountain
mouse
much
museum
my

N

name
nation
nationality
near
nearest
necklace
new
newspaper
nine
nineteen
ninety

no

noon

north

N

N
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yaum al-itnain
aktar

$abah

masjid (masajid)
umm (ummahat)
jabal (jibal)
fa'r
katir
mathaf (matahif)

ism (asma’)
daula (duwal)
jinsta (at)
garib

aqrab

gilada (qala’id)
jadid

jarida (jara'’id)
tis'a

tis'at "asar
tis'Tn

la
zuhr

Samal



not

nurse

O

office

oil

old (of objects)
old (of people)
Oman

Omani

on

on the left of
on the right of
one

only

open!

open

opening ceremony
oranges

our

overcast (weather)

P

packet
palace
parliament

park

(&) A 'yas
(ilss) oisa
(©50) <5
Gudl e
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gair

mumarriza (at)

maktab (makatib)
zait (zunat)
gadim

kabir as-sinn

“ala yasar
"ala yamin
wahid

faqat

iftah!

fataha \ yaftah
iftitah

burtugal

“ulba (‘ulab)
gasar (qusur)
barlaman (at)

hadiga (hada'’iq)



party (celebration)
party (political)
peace

pen

petrol
pharaonic
picture

piece

pigeons

pitch (football etc.)
pizza

plane

plastic

plate

play (v.)
playing field
please
policemen
post

potatoes
pound (money)
praise

prefer (v.)
prepare (v.)

presidency

(&) ddas
(ah) @
S

(¢30) L2
e A
(L3a) B a
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hafla (at)

hizb (ahzab)
salam

galam (aglam)
banzin

firi"an1

Sdra (Suwar)
qit"a (qita’)
hamam

mal ab (mala’ib)
bitza

ta’ira (at)

blastik

tabaq (atbaq)
la’iba \ ya'lab
mal’ab (mala’ib)
min fazlak

Surtr (0n)

barid

batafis

junaia

hamd

fazzala \ yufazzil
jahhaza \ yujahhiz

ri'asa



president

price

prince

princess
profession
professor

pupil (school)
put!

put on (clothes)
put out (rubbish)

Q

quarter

queen

R

read

receive

recorder

red

refrigerator
religious education
repair (in present)
report

reserve (v.)
restaurant

return (v.)

(sla’y))) L)
(Jlenl) yros
(c«\ )2\\) ),po\

(U_\\) ? J..g.a\
(L) Aiga
(5Lud) i
(53363) Sl
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ra’ls (ru'asa’)
si'r (as'ar)

amir (umara’)
amira (at)
mihna (mihan)
ustad (asatida)
tilmid (talamida)
za'

labisa \ yalbas

akraja \ yukrij

rub’

malika (at)

aqra’

istagbala \ yastaqgbil
musajjil

ahmar \ hamra’
tallaja (at)

at-tarbia ad-dinia
usallih

taqrir (tagarir)
hajaza \ yahjiz

mat am (mata’im)

raja'a\yarji’, ‘ada\ya'ud



rice
right (direction)
ring
river
riyal
road
robbery
rose
royal
rubbish
Russia

Russian

S

sandwich
Saturday

Saudi (country)
Saudi (nationality)
say (v.)

school

sea

secretary
service

service, at your
session

set out
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aruz
yamin

katim (kawatim)
nahr (anhar)
rial (at)

tariq (furuq)
sariga (at)
warda (ward)
malaki

zubala

rdsia

rasr (ras)

sandwits
yaum as-sabt
as-sa udia

sa adr (an)
gala \ yaqal
madrasa (madaris)
bahr (bihar)
sikritir

kidma (at)
taht amrak
jalsa (at)

intalaga \ yantaliq



seven
seventeen
seventh
seventy
shampoo
shape
she
sheikh
shelf
shirt
short
shorts
show (v.)
silk

silver
since

sir

sister

sit down
sitting

Six
sixteen
sixth
sixty

sleeping
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sab'a

sab at "asar
sabi’

sab'in
Sambu

Sakl (askal)
hiya

Saik (Su1dk)
riff (rufaf)
gamis (qumsan)
gasir

sart

‘araza \ya'riz
harir

fizza

mundu

saidi

ukt (akawat)
jalasa \ yajlis
jults

sitta

sittat "asar
sadis

sittin

naum



small

SO

soap

sofa

son

south

Spain
Spanish
sport

state (condition)
state (country)
stop (n.) (bus)
street

strong
student
Sudan
Sudanese
sugar
suitcase
Sunday
supper
sweet

sword

Syria

Syrian
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Osta

(sll) cl
Qi

Ll

(03) s
(&) 4zl
(J sal) da
(J33) 4 53
(8 52) ad =
(&) 5=) g =
558
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O gl
(1 g

A a s

e

R

()
L)

(03) o™
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sagir

fa

sabudn
kanaba
ibn (abna’)
jantdb
isbania
isbant (tn)
raza (at)
hal (ahwal)

daula (duwal)

maugqif (mawaqif)

sari’ (Sawari’)
gawl

talib (fullab)
as-sudan
sudani
sukkar

Santa (Sunat)

yaum al-ahad



T

table

take!

take

take out (rubbish)
tall (people)
taxi

tea

teacher
telephone
television
temperature
ten

tennis

tent

tenth
thanks

that

theft

their

then

there is/are
there is not
these (people)

these (objects)

(20 52) Baila
13

ral\ x4l
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Sl
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(<) 048
(<) 052 5k
5 ) Al das3
b e

(PL) Aers
le

B

Sl

(<) 48
e\
il

Ak ue!

£ o

03
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ma’ida (maua’id)
kud'!

akada \ ya'kud
akraja \ yukrij
tawil

taksi

san

mudarris (tn)
tilffan (at)
tiltfizian (at)
darajat al-harara
‘asara

tanis

kaima (ktam)
“asir

Sukran

dalika

sariga (at)
hum \ hunna
tumma

hunak

lais hunak
ha'ul@’i

hadihi



they (masc.)
they (fem.)
thief

third

third, a
thirteen
thirty

this (masc.)
this (fem.)
three
Thursday
time

tin (of beans etc.)
tired

to (for)

to (towards)
today
tomatoes
toothpaste
total
towards
town

toy

train

tree

(—;&»
(Lasad) (=l
(&)&i) s

@

Y

(%) s
() Al
(k_l‘) J%

();i)st;,i
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hum

hunna

i$$ (lusas)
talit (atlat)

tult (atlat)
talatat "asar
talatin

hada

hadihi

talata

yaum al-kamis
wagqt

“ulba (‘ulab)
ta'ban

i

ilat

al-yaum
tamatim
ma’jun al-asnan
majmu’

ilat

madina (mudun)
lu'ba (lu'ab)
gitar (at)

Sajara (Sajar)



tube
Tuesday
twelve
twenty

two

U

ugly
under
university

until

\'

very

W

waiter

wall

wash (v.)
washing powder
watch (wrist)
water
watermelons
we

weak

wear (v.)
weather

Wednesday

PRyt | o Y
e
Ok

O >
Guig \ Jlce

(g;\\) acl

« L e (A
YT
N AT N

-~
~ ¥y \ -
! /!
v o P
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anbub (anabib)
yaum at-talata’
itna "asar

“iSrin

itnan

gabth
taht
jami‘a (at)

hatta

jiddan

jarsan

ha'it (h1tan)
Jasala \ yagsil
mashiq al-gasTl
sa a (at)

ma’

batik

nahnu

Zaif

labisa \ yalbas
tags

yaum al-arb’a’



week

weight

welcome

west

what (+ noun)?
what (+ verb)?
what’s your name?
when?

where?

which?

white (masc./fem.)
who?

whole

why?

wife

wind (fem.)
woman

wood

work (n.)

work (v.)
working session

write

Y

yellow (masc./ fem.)

(el) g s
(1osl) 05

-

daa
S
s

AR\
felanl Lo
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Jae duda

wiSG \ xS
- - -

e jila\ yical
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usbl” (asabr)
wazan (awzan)
marhaba

garb

ma?

mada?

ma ismak?
mata?

ain?

ar?

abraz \ baiza’
man?

salim

limada?

zauja (at)

rth (r1ah)
hurma (huram)
al-mar’a
kasab

“amal, Sugl
astagil

jalsat "amal

kataba \ yaktub

asfar \ safra’



Yemen

Yemeni

yes

yesterday

you (masc.)

you (fem.)

you (pl.)

young

your (masc./fem.)
your (pl.)

y4

zZero
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al-yaman
yamani
na'm

ams

anta

anti

antum

sagir as-sinn
ak \ ik

kum

Sifr



