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Pupils are to:

e enjoy reading and be able to articulate c|e0|r|y

e have the confidence to think, Weigh up evidence and make up

their own minds
e understand how subjects connect to each other

e demonstrate cultural and environmental awareness and empa’rhy



The specific aims.of
this_ examination

e Promote and o|eve|op the love of his’rory.
o Deve|op curiosity about the past.

e Treat both the |eorning of facts and the acquisition of

skills as vital, linked components of the subject.

o Explore and engage with a wide range of source
material as part of pupi|s' |e0|rning.




To acknowledge that the role of the
examination is changing, for many
becoming an end of Year 8
achievement rather than an

entrance examination.

The examination needs
to reflect more the wide
spread of ability
amongst pupils.

The dependence on two
essay questions
demanding for the less
confident.






It is set up in two sections:

The total number of marks is 50:

The time allowed is 60 minutes

Evidence

Essay

Evidence 20 marks
Esscy 30 marks



Sources

There will be just one evidence question that all candidates will attempt.

There will be two sources, most |il<e|y text, not picture or chart.

Sources will unseen in that no background |<now|eo|ge will be required.

Sources will most |il<e|y be drawn from time perioo|s before 1066 and

after 1914,

Questions

Will be broken down into three parts.

A) will be a simp|e content question for 2 marks.

B) will be a comparison question of the two sources based on content for 4
marks

C) will be an ana|y’rica| question asking for an evaluation of the sources and their

u’ri|i’ry, worth 14 marks.



- Essay Section

No |onger generic but based on a spechcic set of topics

These are divided, as before, into three time periods:
e Medieval Realms

« Making of the UK
e Britain and Empire

The essays in each time period are divided into three
categories:

« War and rebellion

. Leadership

e Life and change

Each essay question is sepcrc+e<3| into three parts:

a) asks to pick out two key points or events,

showing genera| |<now|eo|ge and some judgemen’r

about the topic. This is worth 8 marks.

|o) asks for judgemen’r on a key success or turning
point of the topic and an exp|dnc’rion Why. This is

worth 8 marks.

c) presents a statement with which pupi|s are to
agree or disogree. This is meant to encou golel=
candidates to make a reasoned argument and is

worth 14 marks.



How.will.this.be
assessed?

e A generic mark scheme will be supp|ied, much

like the previous examination.

e Answers will be divided into levels, usuo”y

three except for the first question of each

section, which will be two.
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Evidence

o This is a skills-based exercise with no content know|eo|ge presumed.

e The focus is on the use of sources, with the first two questions c|ose|y
mirroring Eng|ish comprehension skills.

e The last question demands ono|y’rico| skills that need to be Jrczlugh’r,

por’ricu|0r|y the appreciation of the u’ri|i’ry of sources.

How to equip your pupils

e Learn and understand: primary, contemporary, secondory,
provenance.

o He|p pupi|s to understand all sources are useful but in different ways.

e Give pupi|s practice in the omc|ysis and judgemen’r moking about
sources |oy |ool<ing at specific questions.

e Evidence work can be proc’riced on any Jropic.
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The essay is broken down into narrative, In each part of the essay there is the need for
judgemen’r and ona|ysis/argumen+. selection, por+icu|ar|y important in the first
part (narrative)

A deep and Jrhorough know|edge of the topic is

required. 5) will need to show an unders’randing of
how one factor can be considered key,

Know|eo|ge will be needed of causes, events and backed with omc|ysis.

consequences.

c) is the most demonding, at best showing
The topics are known, moking p|omning and the 0||oi|i’ry to create a substantiated

prepa rations simp|er. argu ment/counter argu ment.




Liming.is.everything!

The last part of the Evidence and Essay questions
are worth 14 marks, or 56% of the paper’s overall
mark.

It is crucial that candidates learn to judge how much N, el | N o
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time and effort to spend on each of the six parts of

the questions.

Good rule of thumb is a minute spent for each mark,
and/or roughly a line a mark.




How.much. time needs.to.
| ;s o

For evidence skills, this needs to be introduced and used Jrhroughou’r your CE sy||0||ous, if not

earlier.

For essay, the skills work of developing judgement and creating arguments needs to be

included throughout your CE teaching.

The content, however, is very much up to you:
e All that is o|oso|u’re|y required is the Hﬁorouglﬁ s’rudy of two topics in one category in one
time period.
o This allows teachers the 0|oi|i’ry to take a wide variety of approaches.
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