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The French and Spanish syllabuses were updated in 2017, for first examination in
2019: the German sy||0||ous was last updo’red in 2013.

In response fo requests from teachers, the three |onguoges have been brough’r into
line in terms of content and format of assessment, with some minor variations to

take into account the |eng’rh of time a |onguoge may have been studied.

Check dll specificq’rions carefu”y for chonges to the core content and grammar

requirements, at Level 1 (French & Sponish) especio”y.

In all |0|nguo|ges, there will be some chdnges to the way candidates’ skills are

assessed from autumn 2022 onwards.




The value of the foundations laid in pupils’ prep school years cannot be underestimated

Aim to:

e instil a sense of adventure when |eorning about countries/communities where the |onguoge is spoken
e nurture curiosity, build confidence and enthusiasm
e make |onguage |eorning fun
o a wealth of technology-based resources to support teaching in the classroom
e build solid foundations and transferable skills

o keep the grammar and topic content mancgeab|e and appropriate for the pupi|s' 0||oi|i’ry

° |0|y the foundations for pupi|s to be independen’r |0|nguo|ge learners:
o exp|ore grammar patterns and look for similarities with other |dngucges
o o|eve|op strategies for coping in unfamiliar situations

e build spontaneity Jrhrough regu|or interaction in the |onguoge |oeing studied.



At Level 1, build solid foundations:

e a range of common vocc|ou|ory
C key basic grammar structures

C simp|e/common verbs in the presen’r/neor future tenses

At Level 2, build solid foundations, as above, and then extend with:

e a wider range of grammar structures and voc0||ou|c|ry
e the introduction of simp|e/common past tense verbs, whether for

active use (French) or receptive use on|y (German & Sponish)



Sample topics

Re|0’rionships with fomi|y and friends
Mcrrioge/por’rnership

Social media (advantages/disadvantages)
Mobile Jrechno|ogy

Campaigns and good causes
Charity/voluntary work
Poverty/homelessness

The environment

Education post-16

Jo|os, career choices and ambitions

Sample grammar

Verb tenses

conditional

future

imperfec’r/impencec’r continuous
passive voice

pencec’r infinitive

oluperfect

present por+icip|e/geru nd

subjunctive mood

Pronouns
e direct and indirect object
* position and order of object pronouns

e possessive pronouns



The focus of the subject content is now on two distinct themes:

e social interaction with young and adult native speakers on a
variety of everyclay topics

e more formal interaction with native speokers to achieve different
kinds of transactions/functions

Both themes should be studied in the context of the countries and

communities where the |omguo|ge is spoken, so that pupi|s can
experience the |anguo|ge in context, whilst also broadening their
cuﬁruroﬂ awareness and empc’rhy.

STesSuer.




There are no p|ons to introduce minimum core voccbu|dry lists:

anguage is cons+an+|y chcnging and lists quick| become dated

Dages of vocc|ou|ory can be overwhe|ming cng/scp the enthusiasm of pu ils, especia”y at this age
vetter to ‘chunk’ vocc|ou|ory info more mdncgeob|e portions, as provided Ey coursebooks

more effective and enjoyc|0|e vocabular -|eorning tools available Jro<:|<:|y

even with a vocc|ou|0|ry list, there would still be a need to understand and respond to some
unfamiliar voc0||ou|cry, so strategies for coping with this would be more usefur

In all |onguoges and levels, some unfamiliar |onguoge may be used in the assessments, but any which

is key to a task will be g|osseo|.



To give them a real sense of
achievement at the end of the
CE course.




Assessment.

Closer o|ignmen’r of assessment tasks across the 3 |0|ngu0|ges

e Level I: more accessible but with a clegree of cho”enge towards the
end (French & Spanish only)

e Level 2: increased chq”enge and rigour for more able candidates

Senior Schools still need to be able to differentiate between candidates

at both levels.

First updated papers available in Autumn 2022 (French & Spanish only)
Mock’ papers in Spring 2023 (French & Spanish only)
The ‘real thing in Summer 2023




=Changes...Reading.tests..

A wider variety of question types will be used, as detailed in the specifico’rion:

* gap fi”ing
° mu|+ip|e choice
e true/false

o +a|o|e/grio| comp|e’rion
e putting sym|oo|s on a map/p|on

ma’rching

0 heodings to texts

o pictures to clescrip’rions

o two halves of a sentence

o questions and answers

0 peop|e and opinions
correcting a passage with mistakes higHigh’red
choosing a number of correct answers

answering ques+ions iN Eng|ish



Some tasks will continue to be based on other countries/communities

where the |omgu0|ge is spoken, but the topics will be |oroqo||y familiar:

daily life

local/national cuisine
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traditions, customs and festivals

o p|oces of interest (towns, regions, iconic sigh’rs etc.)



A wider variety of question types will be used, as indicated for the Reoding tests.

There may oe chonges to 'I'l’]@ c|e|ivery O]c some FQCOI’ChI"]gS:

e You will hear each rec:ording twice.

e You will hear all of the recording(s) once, then i’r/’rhey will be repeo’red.




Section 1: list of 6 items of vocabu|ary

Section 2: grammar sentences with a choice of 3
possi|o|e answers, based on any aspect of Level

grammar, inc|uo|ing:

e articles
e adjectives
* prepositions

verbs (inc|uo|ing verbs + infinitive)

Section 3: a sentence of 5-10 words based on

a picture

Section 4: 5 short sentences on one topic out

of a choice of two




Section 1
A sentence translation task
e with the masculine singu|0|r
form of adjectives, the gender
of nouns and the infinitive of
verbs provided.
e candidates will need to add
extra words as necessary, and
make sure that the word

order is correct (French only).

Section 2
e an email of between 80 and 120 words, covering 4 out of 5 prescribed

bullet points (oppor+uni+y for more able candidates to show what Jrhey

can do)

o new rubrics:

(You may use on|y the present fense if you wish, but you will need to show
know|eo|ge of [other tenses according to the |0|ngu0|ge] in order to access the

top marks, and you will be credited for the accurate use of a wide variety of

voc0||ou|ary C]I"]CI grdmmdr.)

o clear guidonce where different tenses can be used

o e.g. next weekend (French & Spanish) ... last -
summer (French only) 0




. Wiiting tas]

Section |

e a sentence translation task

o with the gender of nouns,

anc

the infinitive of one

verb given in each sentence.

Any verbs which are

sepora|O|e are shown with a

S|C]S

o candidates will need to add

h (e.g. auf/stehen)

extra words as necessary,

and make sure that the

word order is correct

Section 2
e an email of between 80 and 120 words, covering 4 out of 5
prescribed bullet points (opportunity for more able candidates to
show what Jrhey can do)

o new rubrics:

(You may use on|y the present fense if you wish, but you will need to
show know|ec|ge of past, present and future tenses in order to access the
top marks, and you will be credited for the accurate use of a wide variety

O'F VOCCIIDU'GI’y OHCI grcmmdr.)

e candidates can choose when/where to use different tenses e




A new test of 3 parts:

Ddr.

Par

H1: Role play

} 9: Text-based task

DGF

t 3 Spon’roneous discussion of at least one of the topics listed under Theme A: Sociq|ising

Slightly longer time per test (was 4 minutes, now approximately 5).

During the 10-minute preparation period, candidates still have access to a dic’rioncry but may

now make notes that Jrhey refer to o|uring Parts 1 & 2 of the tfest.

The tests will continue to be recorded.




(9 marks)

Rationale behind the change

e a more natural |anguage activity than |eorning a presentation

e a useful and prcc+ico| skill for future use
e a Level 1 role play has regularly been requested by MFL teachers
e a Level 1 role play provides better preparation for Foundation GCSE.

During the Level 1 role p|oy, candidates will be required to listen to and answer a simp|e question:
o the teacher/examiner gives candidate two options to choose between:
o Est-ce que vous voulez un pu|| blanc ou un pu|| rouge 7
e a short response is accep’ro|c>|e:

o (un pu||) rouge




Should last opproximo’re|y 1-2 minutes.

Role p|dys will be of a transactional or social nature.

The role p|orys have been designecl to be accessible to Level 1 candidates - no more than

a few simp|e words will be required.

Apor’r from prescribed verb forms such as ‘| would |il<e', candidates’ responses will be in
the present tense, but may also require the use of two verbs Jroge’rher:

¢ eg. | like to p|oy tennis

Marks will be awarded for comp|e’rion of tasks (6 marks) and quo|i’ry of |0|nguc1ge
(3 marks).




Stll 3 parts to the test:

D

e Part 1: Role play
e Part 2: Text-based task

e Part 3: Spon+aneous discussion of at least one of the topics listed under Theme A: Socio|ising.

N .B. In German, candidates will no |onger be given the title of the topic at the beginning of

the preparation period.
S|igh’r|y |onger time per test (was 6 minutes, now opproximo’re|y 8).

In the 10-minute preparation period, candidates may now make notes that Jrhey refer to during

Parts 1 & 2 of the test. 7




(9 marks)

No chonge to the Level 2 role p|ay, a|’rhough occasional voc0||ou|0|ry may be more

cho”enging (remember, candidates have access to a dic’rionory).

Candidates will still be required to respond, unprepored, to an examiner's question.




evels 1 & 2

(8 marks)

Introduction and all questions provided on the Examiner copy.

Compu|sory first question (will a|ways be based on the first piece of information).

Then any four of the remaining questions.

On va parler de tes vacances maintenant ....

HOLIDAYS
Normally: Malaga, south of Spain

Combien de temps passes-tu en Espagne ? Why: sunny and hot; delicious food
How long: 2 weeks, July

Ou passes-tu normalement les vacances ? \

Pourquoi est-ce que tu vas en Espagne ?

> ? ]
Tu voyages comment a Malaga ~ iy —

Ou loges-tu normalement ? Stay: grandparents’ house, near the beach

Qu'est-ce que tu aimes faire en vacances ? Like: swimming in the sea; eating in Spanish restaurants
. ' Do not like: visiting museums, boring

Quelles activités n'aimes-tu pas faire ?




evels 1 & 2

To he|p candidates, ask questions in the order given, unless you are confident
Jrhey can cope with jumping around".

e Levell - one piece of information will not be used

e Level 2 - two pieces of information will not be used
No supp|emen’rary questions should be asked.

Ac’rivi’ry marked out of 8, for communication on|y.




evels 1 & 2

Based on interaction of a more social nature - Jrol”(ing with young and adult native speakers about ...

ho|io|0|ys, school, where Jrhey live etc.
Candidates may make notes for this task during the preparation period.
However, it is not intended to be a s’rroigh’r translation activity.

Encouroge the use of verbs in responses, except where a more natural response would not include one:

e For how long? - For three days

N

Different tenses may be used but are not required.




evels 1 & 2

For access to the top marks, candidates are required to add in

additional details and/or opinions, in the form of:

e opinions

. descrip’rion (adjectives)

e fimes, doys, months etfc.

e where, who with, when, how, why
. Frequency (sometimes, 0|W0ys)

* more precise locations (the south of Spoin)

But be mindful of tfime limitations - discourage excessive|y |ong

FGSPOHSQS!

Mark (overall Communication

impression)

7-8

Very good: all, or virtually all, of the responses are full, include a conjugated verb
and are delivered clearly and confidently; the information is communicated
successfully, and some additional details and/or opinions are offered.

Good: a mixture of short and longer responses, most of which contain a conjugated
verb and are delivered clearly; the information is communicated successfully, and at
least one additional detail and/or opinion is offered.




- Part 3: Open, spontaneous and
—unprepared discussion. (8 marks)

A discussion of any/a“ of the topics listed in the specificq’rion, which should not over|0|p with the topics

evels 1 & 2

covered in Sections 1 and 2.

With Level 1 candidates (French & Spanish on|y), it may be necessary to cover several topics superficia”y,
using closed questions tailored to the c|oi|i’ry of the candidate.

At Level 2, teacher/examiners should attempt to ask questions of a more open nature, or a series of

related questions to follow up on what has been said, in order to exp|ore one/two topics in greater dep’rh.




- Part 3: Open, spontaneous and ~ Levels 2
o .

At Level 2, some possi|o|e ways to trigger the open conversation migh’r include:

e Parlons un peu maintenant de ta famille - il y a combien de personnes dans ta famille?
e On va par|er de fes passe-temps préférés maintenant - qu'es’r-ce que tu aimes faire quand tu as du
temps libre?

e Parle-moi un peu de ton école - comment s'oppe”e ton école?

Give candidates the freedom to answer the initial question and then to o|eve|op the conversation in their

own way




- Part 3: Open, spontaneous and evel 2
o .

Ask Fo”ow-up ques’rions, where possi|o|e
e 1O discouroge pre-|eorn+ responses verging on a mono|ogue, which will limit the
marks available
 to create opportunities for them to use different tenses (perhops with some |<ey

time prompts - | é1é prochqin, le week-end dernier ...)

Don't be afraid to chonge the topic if the candidate ‘dries up'.




- Part 3: Open, spontaneous and  Levels1&2

Chonges to the descrip‘rors in the mark scheme:

o the teacher/examiner gives an overall impression mark (out of 8) for spontaneity, qu0||i’ry of

response, quoh’ry O'F |OﬂgUGg€ Clﬂd range O'F tenses USQCI.

e candidates may use on|y the present tense if Jrhey wish, but would need to show a know|ec|ge

of other tenses in order to access the top marks.

e overuse of pre-|e0|rn’r responses and excessive|y |ong responses which risk turning the o|io|ogue

into a mono|ogue are |il<e|y to limit the marks available.




Laying solid foundations



General.ideas.

Encourage a sense of adventure when
|e0|rning about |anguo|ge and the countries/

communities where that language is spoken. Start to introduce some strategies for coping with

unfamiliar |omguo|ge:
e do Jrhey need to know every word to

understand the main gist of a possage?




E hcou golol= sensible use of a dic’rionoryz

e to enable pupi|s to become more independen’r |onguoge learners

 practise drills (Gianfranco Conti) to build solid skills and then introduce

unfamiliar vocolbu|c|ry, so that pupi|s learn to use the dic’rionary sensi|c>|y:

o | would like a hat

o | would like a scarf

o | would like some app|es
o | would like some stamps

e for the speaking test, build up the skill of just writing down key words, not

whole sentences

C sensi’rive|y draw attention to the po’ren’rio| pith”s of using a dic’rioncry!




Introduce different reading skills:

e how to skim an exercise, to check what is required
e how tfo scan an activity, |ool<ing for key words

e how to approach different comprehension tasks, such as mo’rching activities

e how To cope when more careful reqding IS required and the |qnguoge IS Mmore cha”enging

Demonstrate how pupi|s can deve|op simp|e sentences to show what Jrhey can do:

o \/oy a la ciudad.
e El sdbado voy a la ciudad.

sabado voy a la ciudad con mis omigos.

E
e El sdbado voy a la ciudad con mis omigos a ver una pe||'cu|0|.
E

sdbado voy a la ciudad con mis amigos a ver una pe||'cu|0| de aventuras en el cine.



W hen Jrecalching grammar, don't go foo far, too fast and leave gaps in pupi|s'

unders’randing - do less, but do it welll

Focus grammar activities on key patterns rather than try to cover every’rhing.
For excmp|e:

e in French (Level 2) and German, some key past fense verbs are required,
but consider in which sections these are 0c+ive|y required and focus on the
verbs which it would be most useful for pupi|s to know at this level.

o with Level 1 candidates, exp|ore different approaches to grammar
acquisition - e.g. flash-card techniques with verbs, so that je vais/ich

gehe/voy etc. become more instinctive to them.



Build confidence.in.speaking

Include short speqking activities in class, to build confidence

and reduce anxiety about the real specking test

Practise key phroses for the role p|0|ys:

e | would like ... e Here is 10€.

e I'm |ool<ing for ... e Here you are.

Do you have ...7 e At what time does ...?7
e No that's all. « Where is/are ...7

e How much is that? e |s/are there a/any ...?




Supporting the development
of independent-learning skills.




lification (iPQ)

A recording of the ISEB webinar on 27th Apri| is available on ISEB's YouTube channel.

The focus of the IPQ is on the process of producing a short project (15-20 hours), rather than on the outcome, but could
offer some exciting opportunities for |onguoge learners, for exomp|e:
¢ a stop-go animation of a role p|0|y
o the produc’rion of a short p|0|y in the |onguoge
e planning a school trip to the country being studied, where to go, what to visit etc.
o discovering and |eorning about:
o a fown or region
o @ regiono| or national celebration
o an artist (poin’rer, scu|p’ror, writer, composer etc.)
o an historical Figure

o a sportsman/sportswoman

Pupi|s would not be expec’red to comp|e’re the project in the Foreign |0|nguo|ge - but migh’r like to include some elements.



=Resources,

Galore Park are p‘dnning to pu|o|is|'1 an upda’red French Revision Guide

and an updc’red French Exam Practice Questions & Answers book in

Apri‘ 20929

It is hopecl that some Sponish resources will follow.

GALORE
PARK WG
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