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AO1: Knowledge — Part (a) questions

Level Mark Level Descriptor

6 6 Gives a very good answer: a coherent and precise description; an incisive
summary of the significant details; very good command of English.

5 5 Gives a good answer: a precise description summarising significant details;
a high level of knowledge and understanding.

4 4 Gives a satisfactory answer: a description showing more precise knowledge
and understanding.

3 3 Gives a broadly satisfactory answer: a description presented in a structured
way but lacking precision and some knowledge; moderate use of English.

2 2 Gives a basic answer: limited knowledge of a relevant idea presented in a
structured way.

1 1 Gives a very poor answer: an isolated example of a simple piece of relevant

information; poor use of English.

AO2: Understanding — Part (b) questions

Level Mark Level Descriptor

6 6 Gives a very good answer: a coherent and comprehensive explanation of
several ideas (with sound reference to background, history, other relevant
passages etc.); very good command of English.

5 5 Gives a good answer: a detailed explanation of several ideas with a good
level of knowledge and understanding.

4 4 Gives a satisfactory answer: an explanation of more than one idea
presented with some detail and understanding.

3 3 Gives a broadly satisfactory answer: an explanation presented in a
structured way but lacking detail and some knowledge; moderate use of
English.

2 2 Gives a basic answer: a limited understanding of a relevant idea.

Gives a very poor answer: an isolated example of a simple piece of relevant
information; poor use of English.




AO3: Evaluation — Part (c) questions

Level

Mark

Level Descriptor

8

8

Gives an excellent answer: excellent structure and balanced answer; very
good use of language; focuses on the question; well-chosen examples to
illustrate the points being made; another point of view considered, supported
by very clear reasoning.

Gives a very good answer: very good structure; ideas developed in a
balanced way; well-chosen and relevant examples; another point of view
considered, supported by clear reasons.

Gives a good answer: good, clear structure and balanced answer; well-
chosen examples with a sound grasp of their meaning; sound assessment of
ideas; another point of view considered, supported by good reasons.

Gives a satisfactory answer: reasonably clear structure and balanced
answer; some examples and sound explanation; reasonable expression; one
or two relevant points made; another point of view considered, supported by
reasons.

Gives a broadly satisfactory answer: some structure or organisation of
ideas; lack of clear reasoning; some relevant points; unbalanced; limited
examples.

Gives a basic answer: a viewpoint is expressed with minimum justification;
an example given; limited relevance.

Gives a poor answer: no essay structure; a very brief answer; a statement
with little reasoning; very little reference to the question; poor or irrelevant
examples; makes little sense.

Gives a very weak answer: almost no content; no reasoning; almost no
reference to the question; makes very little sense.




