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EDUCATION & SCHOOLING

With a new school year underway, now is a good time to think about supporting your child ahead of their next step. From new schools and revision techniques to tutors
and applying for student accommodation, we've rounded up a number of services to help you navigate your child’s time in education, whether they're seven or 17.
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A HAPPY AND THRIVING SCHOOL

Is it possible to have a pastorally focused school with high
academic standards? At Rookwood, the answer is “Yes!”
Rookwood School prides itself on its nurturing and
supportive environment, where children are treated with
compassion and respect. It's the first UK school to introduce
Emotional Assertiveness, which provides children with

the skills and vocabulary to recognise their mental health
needs and those of their peers. It's a school that places
pastoral care at its heart helping to ensure that children
feel safe, valued and happy.

This approach also means that Rookwood children become
resilient learners. From the nursery to the sixth form, there
are high expectations in the classroom and the children
regularly rise to this challenge. This is achieved in small
classes and with dedicated, enthusiastic teachers, and results
in exceptional academic progress and excellent value-added
attainment in both the preparatory and senior schools.

The sixth form opened last year and it's already seen a
tripling of student numbers into this year’s lower sixth. With
a choice of 24 A-levels, the Extended Project Qualification
and a wide variety of enrichment, sporting and leadership
opportunities, Rookwood’s sixth form prepares its students
for their university or employment pathway of choice.

A short walk from Andover train station (65 minutes from
London Waterloo), Rookwood’s boarding facilities offer a
distinctive home-from-home appeal. With multiple lounges,
equipped with pianos, games and TVs, a large garden
and home-cooked meals, a Rookwood School boarding
experience is truly unique.
® Rookwood School is a co-educational day and boarding
school for ages two to 18 in Andover, Hampshire.

T: 01264 325910 or visit rookwoodschool.org

A SECRET TIP FOR SMART STUDENTS

The Smart Writing System: the most powerful boost for your
studying skills

It's proven that taking study notes by hand on paper

makes your brain work better: the brain is more engaged
when we use our hand to physically shape letters on the
page, which means — guess what — you remember more.

As if that weren’t enough, the constant summarising and
paraphrasing we do when taking lecture notes on paper
means that we absorb information on a deeper level than
typing verbatim.

And this is just the beginning. The real magic is that the
Smart Writing Set creates an instant digital copy of every
handwritten page. Everything you write, sketch and scribble
on paper appears automatically on your digital device
— saving you time and energy on your assignments.

The set consists of one ruled Smart Notebook and the
Smart Pen which work with the Notes app. Quick and easy
to set up, all you have to do is put Smart Pen to paper and
watch as every touch of the pen appears on screen. The
Smart Writing Set is studying made easy.

Add a voice recording

Need to go over last week’s lecture? Revision is a breeze
as you can record audio and associate it to specific
handwritten pages.

From handwriting to email with one touch

You can also share notes digitally directly from the pages of
your notebook with one tap of the Smart Pen. Simply tap the
envelope icon in the corner of the page to send your notes
to classmates.

Edit, colour, transcribe

Within the Notes app, you can rework and edit your
handwritten notes in a number of ways such as highlighting,
adding colour or transcribing. The transcribe function
transforms handwriting into digital font with one click.

One set, many courses
Add more Smart Notebooks at minimal extra cost to cover

all your academic needs. Choose the Smart Writing Set this
academic year to give your studies an edge.

@ Discover the Smart Writing
Set at moleskine.com/en-gb/
shop/moleskine-smart
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LIFELONG LOVE OF LEARNING

A Sydenham High School education is about so much more
than excellent sets of examination results

A lifelong love of learning is fostered through Sydenham
High's tailor-made enrichment opportunities, such as

its bespoke Lecture Series, Socrates Programme, Plato
Programme and #700STEMChallenge. Pupils revel in the
opportunity to perform in productions, concerts or

showcasing work in pop-up exhibitions. Model United
Nations, Mock Trial competitions and One Voice prepare
pupils to research and present on a variety of topics. Curioso
Week, business and enterprise opportunities and a broad
range of career events ensure that pupils know that nothing
is out of reach with a little hard work.

Alumnae have gone on to become climate change
consultants, doctors, authors, scientists, artists, Grammy
Award-winning musicians and even a horse-racing icon. They
value remaining true to themselves even if that means going
against the grain. There's an instilled belief that pupils can do
whatever they put their minds to, but they recognise that it's
not just about them. They have a duty to the wider community
and those connections are as strong and important as
they’ve ever been, with regular charity fundraising, foodbank
donations and volunteering.

Ready to call out inequality or injustice in whatever form
it may present itself, pupils have strong moral compasses,
and are accepting and respectful of themselves and others.
There’s no mould for a Sydenham High pupil and that’s what
makes the school so special. It's a fitting tribute that the
school has been shortlisted for seven Independent School of
the Year Awards for 2022 in recognition of all that goes on in
its community.

@ Discover more by visiting the school this
autumn: sydenhamhighschool.gdst.net/ %
admissions/open-events-taster-days

sydenhamhighschool.gdst.net ng:jfihﬁn
E: admissions@syd.gdst.net R
T: 020 8557 7004 GDST

RENT YOUR STUDENT HOME WITH HYBR

The UK’s top student lettings platform connects students to

vetted landlords, with everything they need in one place

Shocked by how many students had awful rental experiences »

while at university, Hannah Chappatte founded Hybr to
provide students with the support that was missing from the
industry. Hybr offers students a broad range of homes from
landlords it trusts, as well as round-the-clock support for
free. It provides houses, house-shares and all the services
students need while renting. For landlords, Hybr provides
access to vetted student tenants all year round, and only
charges landlords when their properties have been rented.
As a consequence, whereas only three in 10 students and
landlords would recommend traditional lettings agents,
nine out of 10 would recommend Hybr!

® Get in touch with the team today at E: hello@hybr.co.uk to
find out about how they go above and beyond to improve
student lettings as we know it. hybr.co.uk T: 020 3710 4716

1
BUILD YOUR FUTURE

Give your career and life a boost with a British higher
education specialist that will help you build your future
Student Connect is a UK-based higher education
consultancy creating a rewarding higher education
experience for international students in the UK.

It's built a wealth of experience in the UK higher education
system over the past 12 years with a dynamic team across
the world. A number of its staff have had first-hand
experience of being a UK international student. They pride
in the specialist support they're able to provide students
and their families in all parts of the world. With multi-

site branches, friendly, knowledgeable staff, weekend
operations and bespoke services, the team aims to provide
a completely free, impartial service based on values of
honesty, transparency and prosperity.

@ Contact Student Connect for a free consultation now.
Head Office: 36 Alie Street, London E1 8DA. For all other

information, visit studentconnect.org
E: apply@studentconnect.org S'F@r:l ENT
CONNECT

T: 07858456707

BOARDING IN SURREY

Boarding School of the Year 2022 in the Tes Schools Awards and
judged ‘outstanding’ by OFSTED in the last four inspections
Set in 50 acres of Surrey parkland, Gordon’s School is
consistently in the top 1% of England and Wales schools for
academic achievement. Gordon’s offers excellent state-
funded education and a nurturing boarding community,
enabling students to make the most of their talents.

An extended school day allows opportunities for MUN,
debating, LAMDA, drama, the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Scheme and competitive team sports. The school is in
partnership with Harlequins and Surrey Storm and boasts
international players in hockey, golf, netball and rugby.

©® Gordon's School, Bagshot Road, Surrey Heath GU24 9PT
T: 01276 858084 — for open events, visit gordons.school

MUSIC EDTECH SOLUTION

SYNKii — transforming online music education for better
learning and teaching experiences

Online music lessons can be challenging with high latency
and technical difficulties. With 25 years of experience in
music education, SYNKii curates an all-in-one platform
for music teachers and students. The brand’s teachers
are verified and its matchmaking system ensures that
lessons truly serve learners’ goals. Most importantly,
SYNKii has partnered with MTB to deliver Ofqual-accredited
examinations worldwide. Whether music is your hobby or
dream occupation, SYNKii is your solution.

Access an interactive virtual classroom with low latency,
multi-camera function, virtual MIDI piano, collaborative
notation and a virtual metronome. If you're ready to say
goodbye to Zoom, learn more below.
® SYNKii is compatible with all devices and the team will be
more than happy to assist with your journey. Join them for a
free trial and explore the flexibility of the SYNKii classroom.
synkii.com E: support@synkRii.com

WELCOME TO PRIOR PARK COLLEGE

This is a school that ‘inspires esteem and affection in equal
measure’, said the Good Schools Guide

Prior Park College is an independent, co-educational day and
boarding senior school that overlooks the UNESCO World
Heritage City of Bath. The College offers its 600 students
wonderful opportunities to develop their strengths through
inspirational teaching and excellent facilities.

At Prior Park, every child is known, valued and given room
to flourish. It's a school that cares, and one where children
can find out what matters to them.

The school’s primary aim is to provide a genuine all-round
education and while academic endeavour remains at the
school’s core, Prior Park encourages its students to embrace
all the opportunities on offer: acting and singing in first-class
performances; competing for their team or House; producing
impressive works in art and design; leading its charity work.

Boarding at Prior is a life-enhancing experience, where
students benefit from being able to develop strong and
lasting friendships, as well as their independence, in a
home-from-home environment.

Prior Park is a school where creativity is valued. It looks
to challenge students to be the best, and truest, versions
of themselves, and the school provides this challenge in a
caring and supportive way. Students emerge with a character
that’s well rounded, and an academic profile P
that allows them to make their next step in life (S <]

with confidence — whatever that step might be. \‘ !
It's a school where your family will find a warm AF
welcome and where your children will grow into  Prior Park
capable, confident and compassionate adults. College

@ Discover what makes Prior Park College such a special place
to study at the open morning on Saturday 24 September, from
9:30am. Register at priorparkcollege.com

ACHIEVE EXAM SUCCESS WITH ISEB

ISEB’s innovations improve assessment experiences for
those taking Common Entrance and Common Pre-Tests exams
The Independent Schools Exam Board is renowned for its
Common Entrance (CE), created in 1903. But, with a new
CEO and digital strategy, the board now delivers revision
support and an accessible exam experience for you and
your child. ISEB’s new online shop is now the only place to
find their past papers and it's easier than ever to order CE
Exam Packs to help your child prepare for their 11+ or 13+.

Learn more about the independent school experience
in the new ISEB Families Hub. You’ll discover a growing
treasure trove of articles from leading school heads
and education experts providing essential assessment
preparation tips and advice. Explore exam guides and
revision tools for you and your child.

This month, ISEB launched the new digital Common
Pre-Tests with edtech partners CENTURY Tech. Delivered on
a leading-edge Al assessment platform, they have developed
adaptive tests with leading academics and neuroscientists.
The platform combines Al and neuroscience to support
candidates even further by giving them control over their test
experience, such as adjustable screen colour and font size.
A shared set of values around assessment design grounded
in science and wellbeing has seen ISEB and CENTURY Tech
commission research from Russell Group universities, the
results of which will inform future developments. ISEB is also
beginning to add further assessment and exam support and
wellbeing resources from other leading names in education.
Discover more about the future of assessment and access the
free support and advice ISEB offers you and your child in the
Families Hub.
® Support your child’s assessment journey. Visit ISEB’s
Families Hub and register to receive free exam practice,
revision and preparation advice and materials.
iseb.co.uk/families-hub

STUDY COACH NOT REQUIRED

Be your own coach with the Student Life Diary for the perfect
balance between academic commitments and personal goals
As a student, a good planner should help you stay on track
and focused not only in your studies, but also in terms of
self-care and creativity. The week-to-view Student Life
Diary puts you back in control of how you organise all parts
of your life, from classes and projects to emotions and
wellness habits. It's structured to bring a sense of agency to
your planning all-round, helping you find balance and make
deliberate decisions regarding your time.

Designed to revolve around you, the Student Life Diary
is your confidant and your coach — both in and out of the
classroom. It reflects your life back at you so you can always
find the right way forward.

Offering both monthly and weekly planning

Dated from July to June, each month begins with a two-page
spread showing the entire month at a glance. This is
followed by a week to view across two pages for more
detailed planning.

A classroom companion

Academic pages are structured to document your class

timetable, courses, professors and grades. There's also
space to record eight different projects or assignments.

Track your habits and be creative
Each monthly section opens with a habit tracker: a
customisable wheel with space for up to seven habits that
you want to maintain each day. Map your creativity, mood
and emotions with a separate weekly tracker.

As well as tracking your life as it happens and planning
into the future, this diary also lets you look back on what
you've done. Over the school year, its pages become a
beautiful handwritten record of academic achievements and
personal growth.

@ Discover the Student Life
DIARY moleskine.com/engb/
shop/planners/academic-diary
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* EATON HOUSE SCHOOLS

Outstanding single sex schools

Potential is

Our Passion

for boys and girls aged 2-13* in
Belgravia and Clapham.

We are Westminster, St Paul’s, Eton
and Wycombe Abbey feeders - and

much more. *2-11 for girls

Arrange a visit at

bookopen.day

A TRULY REMARKABLE SCHOOL

Set in an enviable location in 100 acres of lawns, lakes and woodland in the New
Forest, few prep schools can match Walhampton'’s setting

Described as ‘Excellent in all areas’ by the latest Independent Schools Inspectorate
(ISI) report (2018), Walhampton is a ‘radical traditional’ prep school that believes in
focusing on the whole child and instilling a joy in learning that’s lifelong.

From September this year, Walhampton is beginning its new reimagined learner
journey for boys and girls aged two to 13. The new curriculum framework nurtures
curiosity and global thinking fit for a 21st-century education, to develop resilient
learners able to take on the challenges of the future.

The Walhampton Express escorted train service, flexible and full-time boarding

options make this an accessible country school for families living in

London, too.
@ Autumn open mornings: 23 Sept for Pre Prep and 7 Oct for Prep
Walhampton

Contact the Registrar to arrange a personal invitation or book
a private tour: E: registrar@walhampton.com T: 01590 613303
walhampton.com

INTRODUCTION TO BRYANSTON

Bryanston is a place where children learn to love their minds, free their spirits and
find their mission

Bryanston develops well-balanced young minds, ready to go out into the world, to
lead happy and fulfilling lives and to contribute positively and generously.

Founded in 1928, Bryanston is a leading co-educational boarding and day school
for pupils aged three to 18. Set in 400 acres of Dorset countryside, the school offers
more than 100 different extra-curricular activities, with something to inspire and
engage every child outside the classroom.

Alongside high academic standards and expectations, Bryanston provides an
emotionally and intellectually supportive environment, allowing pupils to develop
independent, creative and unbounded thinking. The school encourages innovation
in all areas of the curriculum, passionately believing that it's not what you learn,
it's how you learn.

Together with Bryanston Prep, a shared philosophy of ‘The Bryanston Method,’
matches each pupil carefully to a tutor, enabling the development of purposeful,
curious and well-rounded individuals.

Bryanston’s outstanding one-to-one tutorial system enables tutors to develop a
mutual and deep form of understanding and trust with pupils. One-to-one tutoring
starts in Year 6 at Bryanston Prep, as the school begins to equip pupils with the
skills they need to become independent learners.

The school is committed to breadth and stretch both within the academic sphere
and beyond, encouraging its pupils to look further to enhance their personal
development and prepare for life beyond the school. Of course, academic results
are important, but Bryanston also cares about what each pupil gains from their time
— the success of their experience and the value that Bryanston gives them — along
with the destinations they head to after they leave the school and the lives they
lead beyond that.

Relationships at Bryanston are different from the conventional dynamics of pupil
and teacher, and the school’s culture fosters an open-minded, challenging and
inspiring environment for personal growth, where a space is provided for pupils to
find their passions.

@ Bryanston School, Blandford Forum, Dorset, DT11 OPX
E: admissions@bryanston.co.uk T: 01258 484633

REDEFINING STUDENT ACCOMMODATION

The pressures on young people are greater than ever. Student wellbeing is rooted in
one’s surroundings — prosperous environments that facilitate individual success
Novel Student is a revolutionary provider of student accommodation led by the
understanding that one’s university years are truly character-defining. That's why
Novel is building spaces across the UK and Europe that go beyond the market
standard — spaces where resident wellness and satisfaction are fostered through
sustainable and creative design, thoughtful resident programming, sophisticated
units, advanced technology and state-of-the-art amenities. From karaoke bars
and digital gaming rooms to rooftop terraces and yoga studios, each part of the
Novel offering has been designed with one thing in mind: to create communities
of healthier, happier students. Live better with Novel.

o Interested in learning more? Chat with an advisor, request a call or send a
message via the Novel website at novelstudent.com.

. STUDYING LIVE

WORLD’S LARGEST VIRTUAL STUDY ROOMS

Four million students from more than 190 countries have used StudyStream to
become more productive and get better grades

StudyStream users have access to free digital tools and a community that
supports them to stay focused and motivated while they study. StudyStream is
backed by prominent investors such as Y Combinator (a leading Silicon Valley
accelerator), Ali Abdaal (a productivity YouTuber) and Ilkay Gundogan (the
Manchester City footballer).

Since launching in 2020, StudyStream has helped students complete a total of
17.5 million study hours and 8.8 million sessions. StudyStream content has been
viewed more than 300 million times on social media.

Students can join virtual study rooms with others from around the world, 24/7.
They're able to see others working, in a similar atmosphere to the one you might
find in a library or cafe. This utilises the psychology of mimicry; it's easier to do
something difficult when you see others doing it. Students have successfully
used this methodology to help them revise for exams, complete daily homework
assignments and prepare for interviews.

Alongside the virtual study rooms, students have access to tools such as
productivity timers, notes and a task manager to help them make the most of
their session. They can also join the vibrant community of students from around
the world who are available to help with study tips, exam information, university
applications and job interviews.

Testimonials:

“I wouldn’t be a nurse right now if it wasn’t for you.” - 1st Year Registered Nurse.
“Honestly this place is such a blessing. | was in search of such a place to study,

to increase focus and productivity and got blessed with this!! You're all making a

big difference to our world!” - 2nd Year University Student.

o Visit studystream.live to learn more and get

productive! For partnership and other enquiries, ‘ St Udyst recim

please E: team@studystream.live

PUTTING GIRLS FIRST

Why the case for girls-only education continues to strengthenin a
co-educational world

Sceptics of single-sex education sometimes refer to a ‘co-educational society”:
the world, they say, is co-ed — isn’t that how school should be? It's a question
that parents sometimes ask of Will le Fleming, head of The Abbey School in
Reading — a leading academic girls’ school of over 1,000 pupils. “Most of the
families we meet are fully signed up to single-sex,” he says. “But sometimes
parents want reassurance about how a girls’ only environment prepares
students for the world beyond.”

The question itself needs a second look. “I'm not sure you can call the world
co-educational. It certainly isn't co-equal. And that inequality plays out in school
settings, too,” adds Will.

One way such inequality is manifested is in simple numbers. Across the
independent co-educational sector, girls are in the minority: 45% to 55%. On top
of that, research suggests that boys may absorb up to 30% more teaching time
in a co-ed classroom.

“For 30 years straight, we've had a pernicious situation where girls are
simultaneously outperforming boys in assessment while not being given an equal
voice in the classroom. Essentially working harder and doing better but with less
acknowledgement,” notes Will.

At The Abbey, one of the country’s foremost independent girls’ schools from
3-18, there's a clear belief in a girls’ only narrative that isn’t about the segregation
but the celebration of gender. That starts at the age of three in the nursery. From
the beginning, there’s freedom from gendered expectation.

In the ‘co-ed world’, there can be an expectation that girls need to raise their
voice to be heard. It sets a tone of negative expectation: that unless they do,
no-one will listen.

“For us, the best way to ensure girls’ voices are heard is for them to grow and
develop in an environment where that happens as a matter of right,” Will explains.
“We see the result of that at 18.

“The idea of limitation is absurd. Girls who've lived with and
experienced that freedom, that respect, that sense of limitless
potential — well, that's the way they go out into the world.”

With data suggesting this confidence stays with them
— studies have shown that students from a girls’ only background continue
to be more assertive in mixed company — it seems the case for single-sex as
preparation for a more co-equal future remains as strong as ever.

o To learn more about The Abbey, register for one of the school’s open events at
theabbey.co.uk/events

_ The Abbey
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SOMETHING SPECIAL IS HAPPENING AT GODSTOWE

Nestled in 12 acres of leafy Buckinghamshire, Godstowe has been a staple in the
High Wycombe skyline for more than 120 years

Founded by two women, who then went on to establish a leading Independent
senior school, the school’s ethos of happy, confident and successful couldn’t be
more true today.

Godstowe is a leading prep school for girls from ages three to 13 and boys from
three to seven. Girls can board from Year 3 and many travel from all over the world
to benefit from the excellent education. Teachers in the Main School are secondary
school trained, which provides the girls with experienced subject teachers from a
younger age than most. Art, DT, modern languages, specialist sport coaching and
music teachers play a key role in ensuring the girls that leave Godstowe at 13 are
well rounded, many going on to their chosen secondary schools with scholarships
in those subjects, as well as computing and drama.

And it's the benefit of the Common Entrance curriculum that the staff teach
that encourages the girls to stay until 13. Fiona Reynolds, deputy head for pupil
development, says: “We see a huge change in girls who stay for Year 7 and 8,
not just in maturity but also in self-awareness. With positions of responsibility
around the school, and with the same opportunities as if they were at a senior
school, they're in an environment with teaching staff and friends where they're
comfortable and therefore thrive. When they leave Godstowe, they’re happy and
confident young women.”

New headmistress Kate Bailey says that the opportunity for the girls to stay
until 13 is one of the main reasons she was attracted to the school in the first
place. Kate says: “The chance for our girls to stay until Year 8 as either full or flexi
boarders or day girls allows them to enjoy an exceptional final two years where
they can develop and grow their leadership skills, their friendships and their
confidence for all that life beyond Godstowe has to offer”.

@ To find out more, visit godstowe.org — Godstowe’s next open day is on Saturday
5 November; simply register via the website

A UNIQUE ENVIRONMENT TO GROW UP IN

Collége du Léman, in the heart of Europe, between the Swiss Alps and Lake Geneva,
offers a green vibrant campus with welcoming surroundings

Students are offered multiple choices in the curriculum, enabling them to follow a
personalised learning path. Its RISE values of Respect, Internationalism, team Spirit
and Excellence, unite a community with over 110 nationalities among students and
35 nationalities among teachers. There are three streams (Bilingual, Anglophone,
and Francophone) and the possibility of completing various diplomas in English or
in French: International Baccalaureate, American High School Diploma, IGCSE, Swiss
Maturité and French Baccalauréat.

A unique boarding experience

“The school offers a structured, warm, diverse, and
down-to-earth environment in which students can
grow into confident young adults. The Collége du
Léman (CDL) team is genuinely caring and always
committed to provide boarding students with a
once-in-a-lifetime experience that will shape them
for life,” testifies Justin Usher, director of boarding.
CDL welcomes boarding students from eight years
old. The CDL boarding community is a family in
which students from all over the world can get to
know each other. The richness in their community
is an integral part of their core values. The CDL
team takes time to really know the students,

to understand their needs, to value them as -
individuals. They care deeply about their wellbeing; | : e e
they’re mentors and counsellors. They're available iﬁ";:_"ﬁ-;?_.:"‘_ S
around the clock for any need (emotional, academic =il L
or practical). And because parents are at the heart

of their child’s education, they learn through the weekly wellbeing bulletin about
their children’s emotional balance, exercise and sleeping habits, as well as their joy
and motivation. To complete this unique experience, Collége du Léman offers more
than 100 extracurricular activities, regular weekend trips and holiday excursions.
Students can follow existing hobbies or explore new adventures. From sailing to
mountain activities or photography courses, they propose a variety of activities all
year long. These experiences are central to boarding life and allow students to learn
new things while creating memories that will last a lifetime.

o Find out more at cdl.ch, or get in touch. E: admissions@cdl.ch T: +4122 775 56 56. Join
our next virtual open house on 2 November at 10am and 5pm Swiss time. Register
online. Collége du Léman, Rte de Sauverny 74, 1290 Versoix, Switzerland
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